
REPORT OF Senior Solicitor and Monitoring Officer
To: Standards Committee
Subject: Application for Dispensation – Councillor Margaret Brown 
Date: 21 February 2018 Reference: JH

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To decide whether to grant a dispensation

1. INTRODUCTION

A Councillor who has a registerable interest in a matter, unless that interest relates to an 
appointment to an outside body, must not take part in the discussion or the vote on that 
matter and must leave the room while the discussion is taking place. 

A Councillor with a registerable interest can seek a dispensation under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct for Members.  This report deals with one such request for dispensation. 

2. REPORT

Section 33 of the Localism Act states that an authority may grant a dispensation relieving a 
Councillor from the restrictions on voting or taking part in the discussion on a matter.

The dispensation must specify how long it has been granted for and that period can not 
exceed 4 years. Therefore a dispensation can be granted allowing a Councillor to speak or 
vote or both on a matter at any time in the following 4 years, or for a shorter period of time.

Before granting a dispensation, the authority must be satisfied, after considering all of the 
circumstances, that the dispensation is justified by reference to a particular condition set out 
in s33(2) of the Act. The relevant conditions are:

(a) That so many members of the decision-making body have an interest preventing 
participation that it would ‘impede the transaction of the business’. In practice, this 
means that the decision-making body would be inquorate as a result;

(b) That without the dispensation, the representation of different political groups on the 
decision-making body would be so upset as to alter the outcome of any vote on the 
matter;

(c) Granting the dispensation is in the interests of persons living in the authority's area; or

(d) It is otherwise appropriate to grant a dispensation.

A request for dispensation has been received from Councillor Margaret Brown, Ward 
Member for Great Torrington, who is a member of the STITCH Group (Save The 
Irreplaceable Torrington Community Hospital) and Save Our Hospital Services (SOHS) 
North Devon. 



Two dispensations have previously been granted for Councillor Brown by the Standards 
Committee on 8 August 2014 and 21 December 2016 in relation to the same matter. Those 
dispensations have now expired, but the continued activity of the STITCH and SOHS 
Groups has lead to a further request for dispensation. 

Councillor Brown wishes to continue to be able to speak and vote on matters concerning the 
Torrington Community Hospital for an extended period of time of up to the permissible 4 
years. The earlier dispensations applied to any committee of Torridge District Council or its 
full Council. Separate dispensations would need to be obtained to cover any similar matter at 
the Town Council. 

It is for Members to decide whether the granting of a dispensation is in accordance with the 
conditions set out in section 33(2) and the terms of any dispensation granted. 
  

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
There are no legal implications from this decision, although there clearly are if a Member 
with a registerable interest speaks or votes without a dispensation.

Financial Implications
There are no financial implications

Human Resources Implications
There are none identified

Sustainability Implications
There are none identified

Equality/Diversity
There are none identified

Risk Management
There are none identified

Compliance with Policies and Strategies
There are no non-compliance issues.

Ward Member and Leader Member Views
Not applicable 

4. CONCLUSIONS

It is for Members to consider whether a dispensation should be granted after considering all 
of the relevant circumstances.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Members either:

(a) Grant a dispensation for Councillor Brown, specifying the scope and duration of that 
dispensation; or 

(b) Refuse the grant of a dispensation. 



SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: None

Contact Officer: Jamie Hollis 

Background Papers: Code of Conduct
Localism Act


